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Nutrition Content Standards
Advult English-As-A-Second Language Programs

The Nutrition content standards for adult English-As-A-Second Language (ESL) program for the state of
California are a reflection of the six “Key Messages” identified by the California Nutrition Network (Prehm
& Associates, 2002). The Network is a California-based social marketing campaign conducted by the
California Department of Health Services that promotes healthy eating and a physically active lifestyle
among low-income families. lts work falls within three overall goals:

e Eat the number of servings of fruits and vegetables recommended by the USDA every day

*  Exercise every day - 60 minutes of moderate exercise for adults; and 60 minutes for
children.

*  Promote participation in federally funded nutrition assistance programs such as

Food Stamps.

The behavior change component of the social marketing campaign differs from traditional nutrition
education in that program outcomes are focused on influencing and supporting positive behavior change
rather than on what learners know about nutrition. Research shows that improved nutrition knowledge
does not automatically or necessarily result in improved eating habits. The Network has supported research
(Prehm & Associates, 2001) to explore how to best influence and support healthy eating by understanding
the culture, barriers, values, motivation and environments of different subgroups of low-income families in
California. The approach of seeking understanding of the priorities, interests and viable next steps of the
participants, called “designing by dialogue”, allows participants’ skills and existing healthy eating habits to
be validated and reinforced and serve as a model for influencing behavior change in others. Roundtables of
adult Latino ESL learners were convened around the state to garner ideas and concerns from these targeted
groups. The solutions proposed have become the basis for the “Key Messages” put forth as nutrition educa-
tion standards for adult English-As-A-Second Language programs by this project:

1. Students will identify solutions for healthy eating, as defined by the USDA, with limited

time to cook and eat in order to function optimally at work, school and in the home.
Students will continue to eat, or add, fruits and vegetables to their diet to equal the number
of servings recommended by the USDA.

Students will influence children to eat healthy meals and snacks.

Students will eat a balanced diet as defined by the USDA.

Students will access resources for low-cost, healthy food.

Students will demonstrate safe food handling practices at home, at school and on the job.
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Other national projects for adult education have taken a similar approach in identifying content standards.
The “Equipped for the Future” project sponsored by the National Institute for Literacy also convened focus
groups of adult students to listen to what they wanted to “know and be able to do” in their roles as parents,
workers, consumers and community members. Their research (Stein, 2000) concluded that purpose is the key
to motivation for adult learners. Equipped For The Future (EFF) Standards encourage learners and instructors
to think about strategies for learning and for using skills and knowledge in the context of the learners’ pur-
pose, to identify barriers along the way to achieving that purpose, and to try new strategies that might enable
the learners to get past those barriers.

This problem solving approach to developing knowledge and skills fits with adults’ everyday life responsibili-

ties which demand that they be able to identify and respond to change and challenges at work and at home.
Itis also in line with adult learning theory that postulates that teaching knowledge and skills in the context of

purpose and application fosters retention of knowledge in a useable form that leads to behavior change.

Another federally funded project, which reflects this approach, is the EL/Civics initiative. It supports the
development of curriculum that provides adult ESL learners with the skills to interact at the institutional /orga-
nizational community or public policy levels of behavior. The curriculum development process begins with
assessment of students’ needs/interests in content knowledge areas such as citizenship, civics, health and
nutrition, and education to be integrated with their language development instruction. In California, 25% of
EL Civics projects have included nutrition/health related topics based on student needs assessment data.

The Nutrition Content Standards for Adult English As A Second Language Programs were derived from forma-

tive research and developed with this background in mind. They are cross-walked to other accepted
standards/competencies (K-12, CASAS, SCANS and Equipped For the Future) to show their universal nature.
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